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A special meeting of the China Grove Town Council 

 
 

Tuesday, November 16, 2021                                                      China Grove Town Hall 

4:00 p.m.                          China Grove, North Carolina 
 
CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor Seaford called the special meeting of November 16th, 2021 to order.  He led us in the Pledge of Allegiance.   

 

Mayor Seaford called roll. All council members were present with the exception of Mr. Linn. There was a quorum.   

 

Mr. Phillips made a motion to adopt the agenda. Mr. Bringle seconded the motion, which carried unanimously.  

 

PUBLIC HEARING 

I) Public Hearing & Presentation – EDC ‘Project Bishop’ 

Scott Shelton, Vice President of Rowan County EDC 

Mr. Shelton stated the company behind Project Bishop is an online retailer. He stated they are looking at building a 

warehouses and fulfillment center in the Charlotte region. He stated they are also looking at other locations in the 

Southeastern United States. He stated if China Grove was chosen it would create 1,000 jobs over the next three 

years. He stated 90% of those jobs would be fulfillment type positions and 10% would be managerial type of 

positions. He stated they would invest $400 million into the new facility and major equipment. He stated the facility 

is estimated to be complete by early 2024. He stated the economic development policy the Council adopted is geared 

towards projects like these. He stated the town and the company would sign a contract and the company. He stated 

once the company has paid their taxes in full and meet other criteria the grant would be paid out. He stated they are 

asking for a three year investment grant for Project Bishop. He stated the first two years the grant would be 

equivalent to 50% of the new taxes paid, with the third and final year being 40% of the new taxes paid. He stated 

they are also working with the State of North Carolina for incentives for this project. He stated they are trying to get 

a JDIG grant. He stated for this type of grant the company has to pay wages over the county average which is 

$44,000. He stated the County Commissioners agreed last night to a nine year grant. He stated the first five years 

would be 80% of the new taxes paid, year six and seven would be 40%, year eight and nine would be 25%. He 

stated they also agreed to waive their express permitting fee. He stated they anticipate for the first two years of the 

grant the Town would collect $2.6 million, at 50% the Town would get $1.3 million. He stated during the final year 

the Town would collect $1.9 million, at 40% the Town would get $1.15 million. He stated over ten years the Town 

would collect $13 million, with the net revenue being $11 million after dispersing grant funds. He stated the indirect 

benefit to the area would be 238 indirect jobs over the next ten years.  

 

Mr. Bringle stated additional businesses could come to China Grove due to this project being here.   

 

Mr. Phillips asked if the company has committed to paying wages over the county average for the JDIG grant. Mr. 

Shelton stated they have submitted their application for the grant and are aware of that being a condition.  
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Mr. Phillips asked when will the company make a decision on where they intend to build. Mr. Shelton stated we 

anticipate a decision after the holidays.  

 

Mr. Phillips asked how many sites are they considering. Mr. Shelton stated he did not know the number of sites but 

they are looking in the greater Charlotte region which includes South Carolina.  

 

Mayor Seaford opened the public hearing. 

 

Mayor Seaford closed the public hearing.  

 

Mr. Stroud made a motion to adopt the Resolution to approve the Investment Grant for Project Bishop. Mr. Bringle 

seconded the motion, which carried unanimously.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. Stroud made a motion to adjourn.  Mr. Phillips seconded the motion, which carried unanimously.  

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

_________________________________   _________________________________ 

Pamela L. Mills, CMC     Charles Seaford  

Town Clerk      Mayor 


